Sew1ck|ey Creek Watershed Association V
P.O. Box 323, Youngwood PA 15697-0323  724- 610- 0829 telephOne/fax
E-Mail: scwa@sewickleycreek.com  Website: www. sewickleycreek.com

VCongressman Dan Meuser
326 Cannon House Office Bulldmg
Washlngton DC 20515 o

“RE: SUPPORT o . R :
~ HR. 4735 the Mine Affected Commumty Energy and Envrronment Act

‘ Dear Congressmen Meuser:- o

_The legacy of Pennsylvama S mmmg mdustry has been left to our current citizens, who must cope
with the myriad of issues posed by abandoned mine lands’ (AML) and millions of tons of coal
refuse stirewn across the landscape of our communities. can personally attes t that coal refuse
plles scar the Jand and water with ac1d runoff and sedlmentanon ' :

The coal refuse reclamatlon to energy mdustry dehvers substantlal economic. and envrronmental
benefits as a vital partner in the effort to address the problems assoc1ated with AMLsites.In -~ -
- Pennsylvania alone, over the ‘past 30 yeadrs this mdustry has removed more than 225 million tons .-
" of coal refuseé, reclaimed at least 7,200 acres- of mine- -scarred land and restored over 1, 200 mlles of .
1rnpa1red streams but there is stlll more work to be done : '

o The mdustry also represerlts a ma]or source of economic act1v1ty and famlly sustamlng

‘ employment The facilities in Pennsylvama alone produce $615 million in annual economic..
~ benefit, supporting 3,000 Full:Time Equivalent (FTE) jobs annually. Thése benefits are
- -concentrated in historic coal commumtles that face ex1st1ng challenges in generatmg economlc
_ opportumtles for resndents S : : ‘

: ,We commend your leadershlp on thlS issue by lntroducmg HR. 4735 the Mine Affected -
Community Energy and Environment Act. This legislation is criti¢al to address the health, safety.
and environmental costs imposed on local communities by our nation’s coal mining legacy and '

~ . continues a longstanding public-private partnership with coal refuse reclamatlon to energy

fac111t1es that remove pollutmg coal refuse plles and reclalm AML sites.’

- We support the Mlne Affected Commumty Energy and Env1ronment Act H R 4735 and urge the
Unlted States Congress to pass thls leglslatlon " e : _ : y

. Sincerely,

'Robert'DZ’-Cronauer :
- President - '




