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LOC;LH]L]\‘ZCI)(;(\KE) 3 Dear Congressman Meuser and Cartwright:
BUTLER. PA
LOCAL UNION NO. 373 | am writing to you today on behalf of more than 20,000 active and
LOC‘A\L”TL,T‘:;;)R:H.'\_}S 1o retired memoers of the Laborers’ District Council of Western
SOMERSET. PA Pennsylvania. My members work in coal-fired power plants across
LOCAL UNION NO. 603 Western Pennsylvania, Parts of Ohio and West Virginia.
ERIE. PA
EDEAT UNION WO 894 The legacy of this nation’s mining industry has been left to our
LOCAL UNION NO. 833 current citizens, who must cope with the myriad of issues posed by
NEW BRIGHTON. A abandoned mine lands (AML) and millions of tons of coal refuse
LOCM‘.&*\\\IHO)\}\\R 910 strewn across the landscape of our communities. Coal refuse piles
LOCAL UNION NO. 952 polluﬁe the land, yvater and air wijth u.ncontrolled emissions from
KITTANNING. PA burning refuse piles and contamination of land and water resources
LOCAL\ ’L“\(I%O;\l i.\'}o. 964 with acid runoff and sedimentation.
E STLE. PA
LOCALPE»}«\SL?;?G,T?{ — The coal refuse reclamation to energy industry delivers substantial
LOCAL UNION NO. 1451 economic and environmental benefits as a vital partner in the effort
LATROBE. PA to address the problems associated with AML sites. In
@ Pennsylvania alone, over the past 30 years this industry has

removed more than 225 million tons of coal refuse, reclaimed at
least 7,200 acres of mine-scarred lands and restored over 1,200
miles of impaired streams, but there is still more work to be done.

The industry also represents a major source of economic activity
and family-sustaining employment. The facilities in Pennsylvania
alone produze $615 million in annual economic benefit, supporting
3,000 Full-T me Equivalent (FTE) jobs annually. These benefits are
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concentrated in historic coal communities that face significant existing challenges.

We commend your leadership cn this issue by introducing H.R. 4735, the Mine Affected
Community Energy and Envirorment Act. This legislation is critical to address the
health, safety and environmental costs imposed on local communities by our nation’s
coal mining legacy and continues a longstanding public-private partnership with coal
refuse reclamation to energy facilities that remove polluting coal refuse piles and
reclaim AML sites.

We support the Mine Affected Community Energy and Environment Act, H.R. 4735 and
urge the United States Congress to pass this legislation encouraging the continued
efforts of coal refuse reclamation to energy facilities to address the legacy of coal
mining by restoring our land, air and streams while providing an alternative source of
electricity and thousands of fam ly-sustaining jobs.

Respectfully,

LABORERS' DISTRICT COUNCIL
OF WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA
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