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JARETGIBBONS- BIOGRAPHY
üHometown: Ellwood City, Pennsylvania (Lawrence County)

üGraduate of Duquesne University and University of Pittsburgh School of Law

üMember of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives representing the 10th Legislative 
District in Beaver, Butler, and Lawrence Counties (2007-2016)

üMember ςHouse Environmental Resources and Energy Committee

üSponsor of House Bill 1370 of 2015 ςCoal Refuse Energy and Reclamation Tax Credit (Act 86 of 2016)

üExecutive Director of the Appalachian Region Independent Power Producers Association  
(ARIPPA) since March 2018
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WHAT IS COAL REFUSE
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ÁRemnants of centuries-old coal mining, 
conducted before the advent of modern 
environmental protection laws like SMCRA

ÁConsists of low quality coal mixed with rock, 
shale, slate, coal and other material

Á!ƭǎƻ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άŎǳƭƳέ ƻǊ άƎƻōέ ǇƛƭŜǎΣ 
ŘƛǎŎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ άǿŀǎǘŜέ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ 
process and randomly disposed in piles near the 
mine sites



CURRENTINVENTORY
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DEPõs inventory of abandoned refuse piles in PA:

ÁInventory is not static but growing

Á840 piles scattered throughout the coal fields

Á52 piles are currently burning

ÁLand mass covers an aggregate area of 
10,000 acres

ÁContain at least 300 million tons of coal refuse

ÁStudies conducted in the 1960s and 70s by the 
PA Dept. of Mines and Mineral Industries and 
Penn State indicate in excess of 2 billion tons of 
coal refuse in PA, split evenly between the 
anthracite and bituminous regions of the state. 



POLLUTIONCAUSEDBY COAL REFUSE

More than eyesores ςcoal refuse piles are prone to 
subsidence, spontaneous combustion, acid seepage 
and leachate production, and low soil fertility.

Of the 840 piles in PA, 52 are currently burning, 
releasing uncontrollable toxic air emissions into 
the atmosphere.
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COAL REFUSETO ENERGYINDUSTRY
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State Plant
Net Operating

Capacity (MW)
Fuel Type

Montana Rosebud Colstrip Energy 39 Bituminous

Pennsylvania Cambria Cogen 87 Bituminous

Pennsylvania ColverPower Project 111 Bituminous

Pennsylvania EbensburgPower Company 50 Bituminous

Pennsylvania GilbertonPower Company 80 Anthracite

Pennsylvania Kimberly Clark Chester Operations 67 Anthracite

Pennsylvania Mt. Carmel Cogen 43 Anthracite

Pennsylvania Northampton Generating Company 112 Anthracite

Pennsylvania NortheasternPower Company 52 Anthracite

Pennsylvania Panther Creek Power Operating 80 Anthracite

Pennsylvania Rausch CreekGeneration 33 Anthracite

Pennsylvania Schuylkill Energy Resources 80 Anthracite

Pennsylvania ScrubgrassGenerating 83 Bituminous

Pennsylvania Seward Generation 521 Bituminous

Pennsylvania WheelabratorFrackville Energy Company 42 Anthracite

Utah Sunnyside Cogeneration Associates 60 Bituminous

West Virginia American Bituminous Power Partners 80 Bituminous

West Virginia Morgantown Energy Associates 50 Bituminous

TOTALCAPACITY 1,679MW

Sources:
ARIPPA Survey (2018)

Permit Technical Review Document, Montana DEQ (2014)
SCA #2 CCR Certified Dust Control Plan, Sunnyside Cogeneration Facility (2015)
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Å!wLtt! ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ t!Ωǎ Ŏƻŀƭ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ǘƻ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ ŀƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ 
helped the Commonwealth turn its environmental challenges into economic 
opportunities.

ÅComprised of electric generation facilities that utilize circulating fluidized 
bed (CFB) boiler technology to convert coal refuse into energy.

ÅThe industry in Pennsylvania consists of 14 electric generating plants
ü5 that use bituminous coal refuse (western PA)

ü9 that use anthracite coal refuse (northeast PA)
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ARIPPA PLANTSBY COUNTY

County Plant
Operating

Capacity (MW)

YearFirst Unit 

in Service

Tons of Coal Refuse 

Burned in 2016

Cambria Cambria Cogeneration 87.5 1991 585,921

Cambria ColverPower Project 110 1995 591,795

Cambria EbensburgPower Company 50 1991 276,362

Carbon Panther Creek 83 1992 143,620

Delaware Kimberly Clark Chester Operations 67 1986 171,285

Indiana Seward Waste Coal 521 2004 2,428,714

Northampton Northampton 112 1995 217,392

Northumberland Mount Carmel Cogeneration 43 1990 602,452

Schuylkill John B. Rich MemorialPower Station (Gilberton) 80 1988 663,535

Schuylkill Northeastern Power Cogeneration Facility 52 1989 232,413

Schuylkill St. Nicholas Cogeneration (SER) 86 1990 1,478,011

Schuylkill Westwood GeneratingStation 30 1987 105,354

Schuylkill WheelabratorFrackvilleEnergy Company 42.5 1988 505,328

Venango Scrubgrass 86.1 1993 440,519

TOTALS 1450.1 8,442,701

Source: ARIPPA, Electric Power Outlook for Pennsylvania 2015-2020 

prepared by PA PUC (2016)
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Figure 1.5 ï Annual Industry Energy Generation and Coal Refuse Consumption Trends, 2010 ï 2016(p) 

 
Source: ESI analysis of ARIPPA member reported data (2016) 

COAL REFUSECONSUMPTIONDECLINING


